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Executive Summary

The strategy s purpose is to efﬁmently provide 1nformat10n to pubhc and technical -
“audiences, to link existing university resources and. p_ertment web sites, and ensure
information is easier to find and in a usable format.

The Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program undertook the development of a Data
Management Strategy to provide improved access to data and to effectively communicate
research being conducted in southwest Florida. As our region continues to grow, resource
management issues increase in complexity. This, in turn, intensifies the need for citizens and
scientists to efficiently access information, evaluate resource change, and monitor the quality of
the environment.

The Data Management Strategy, a requirement as part of developing a Comprehensive
Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP), documents priorities and alternatives for data
gaps, data analysis, and data exchange for the greater Charlotte Harbor watershed. During its
first year, the program’s Management Conference identified and prioritized where data gaps
exist, what data exchange needs are, and what data analyses need to be performed. As a result,
recommendations were made to establish a regional system to support the exchange of new and
existing technical information as well as methods to measure cumulative impacts. This report
describes the progress of our data management strategy and presents specific recommendations.

To evaluate the public and scientific communities” data management interests and needs,
the Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program distributed public and technical surveys to
citizens and scientists, respectively. The surveys contained questions concerning what types of
resource information people use and how they obtain it, their degree of interest in resource topics
such as water quality and wetlands, and even their use of the World Wide Web. The survey
results and conclusions of this process are presented in this report.

The strategy’s purpose is to efficiently provide information to public and technical
audiences, to link existing university resources and pertinent web sites, and ensure information 1s
easter to find and in a usable format. The implementation of this Data Management Strategy
began in 1999 and will continue through the next several years. As new information is produced,
the means of conveying that information must improve and adapt to the needs of citizens and
scientists alike.
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